Annexure 1

Anveshi - INBI Transgender Basic Income and Care Pilot Project

Anveshi - INBI Trans-gender Basic Income and Care
Pilot Project

Introductory Meeting
1530 hrs, January 4, 2023

Introduction to the Project (1630 — 1700)
Uma, Jasmine, Sarath and Moid

Who are we?

What is this Project? Unconditional Basic Income + Self-Care Workshops
Why are we doing this Proect?

What are the values that govern this project?

TG-BIC Participants introduce themselves (1700 — 1745)
(3-4 mintes each)

Who you are
What you do
Where you live
Your community

Logistics, Confidentiality & Privacy and other Ground Rules (1745 — 1815)
Discussion

e Deciding Day & Timings of Care Workshops (day-long) — Space, stationery, lunch and
snacks provided

e Attending Self-Care Workshops compulsory

e Cooperation with regard to research

e Confidentiality promise to be signed by all participants and Coordinators

e On-going communication tools

e Any other questions
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Annexure 2

ANVLESHI - INDI

Basic Income and Care for Transgender Persons

Anveshi - INBI Transgender Basic Income and Care Pilot Project

Care Workshops

Confidentiality Promise

As a Participant/ Facilitator / Staff member / Resource Person of the Care Workshops
organised as part of the above-mentioned pilot project, | hereby state that | shall
keep all the information that | am privy to confidential, and shall not disclose to
anyone outside this group

Signature
Name:
Designation:
Date:

Place:
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Executive Summary 1

Introduction to the Project 4

Panel Discussion with the
Participants

Where do we go from here?: Towards Co-
producing a Research and Advocacy
Agenda

12

Team 15
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Project Overview:

The project, 'Basic Income and Care for Transgender
Persons', was launched by Anveshi Research Centre for
Women’s Studies and India Network for Basic Income (INBI
Foundation) in January 2023 with support from the American
Jewish World Service (AJWS) and collaboration with the
Basic Income Earth Network’s (BIEN) Asia Pacific hub. The
aim was to pilot unconditional basic income for the
transgender community in Hyderabad as a radical social

policy intervention.

Key Objectives:

1.Provide Universal Basic Income (UBI) to transgender
persons.

2.Facilitate Care Workshops to create spaces of

connection, solidarity, and care among participants.

Implementation:
e Ten transgender persons received a UBI of Rs 7000 (USD
84) per month for 12 months.
e Six Care Workshops were conducted, five in-person and

one online.
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e Emphasis was placed on maintaining the confidentiality of

participants and project processes.

Participant Experiences:

* Financial Relief: UBI helped participants pay for utilities,
travel, and food, easing financial stress.

e Health and Nutrition: The income supported physical
health and nutritional needs, especially during transitions.

e Labour Choices: UBI allowed participants to pursue
education, upskill, and take breaks for personal growth.

e Community and Relationships: Care Workshops fostered
self-expression and nurtured relationships, with
participants sharing positive experiences like pedicures,

meditation, and journaling.

Project Team Workshop Reflections:

The team highlighted themes such as the inevitability of
basic income with advancing Al and automation, the
importance of unconditionality and universality, and shared

personal unlearning experiences.
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Policy Roadmap:
The workshop opened for policy suggestions and feedback,
focusing on:

e Support for transgender persons transitioning between
jobs and undergoing sex reassignment surgery.

e The need for better law enforcement sensitivity and
understanding of unconditional financial support.

e Addressing gender-based violence and improving
education and care support systems.

e Conducting a sensitive census of transgender persons,
potentially alongside a Caste Census.

e Addressing misrepresentation in media, ensuring
continuous communication with the state, and issuing
identity cards.

e Advocating for horizontal reservation in public
employment and education.

e Renewing and effectively utilizing the Transgender
Welfare Board funds.

* Budgetary allotment for mass sensitization on LGBTQI+

issues.

This Report encapsulates the project's background, and
methodology, along with participant experiences, and
future policy directions aimed at improving the lives of
transgender persons through basic income and

comprehensive care, brought together at the Workshop.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE

PROJECT

The initial session began with the team introducing the
project, ‘Basic Income and Care for Transgender Persons’
and its background and methodology employed in
implementation. The project was jointly launched by Anveshi
Research Centre for Women's Studies and India Network for
Basic Income (INBlI Foundation) in January 2023 with the
transgender community in Hyderabad. The project was
implemented with the financial support of the American
Jewish World Service (AJWS). The Basic Income Earth
Network’s (BIEN) Asia Pacific hub has collaborated with the
project on the research advocacy front in view of
advocating intervention on a global scale. The aim of the
project was to pilot unconditional basic income with the
transgender community as a radical social policy

intfervention.

Dr Uma Maheshwari Brughubanda, President of Anveshi
Research Centre for Women’'s Studies, Hyderabad, in her
opening remarks, shared the evolution of Anveshi's
engagement with gender issues and now transgender
community. She laid emphasis on the rise of care discourses
in gender studies, rooting the solutions to discrimination

against tfransgender persons in the principles of care.
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The presidential address was followed by Dr Sarath
Davala, the coordinator of the project, introducing the idea
of Unconditional Basic Income and the current scenario of
basic income advocacy at the global level. He cited how
UBI pilots across the world are disproving the different
streams of resistance against the idea of basic income. He

then delved into the details of the project.

Ten transgender persons were provided a Universal
Basic Income (UBI) of Rs 7000 per month (USD 84) for a
period of 12 months. Self-selection (whoever identifies
themselves as a transgender person) was the criterion for
applying for the project. Accompanying the cash transfers,
Care Workshops were conducted, that aimed to create
spaces of connection, solidarity and care between and

amongst participants.
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Although the program was imagined as a Cash-plus-Care
intervention, attending Care Workshops was voluntary, not a
condition. Six such comprehensive care workshops were
facilitated by the project team during the project period,
five in-person and one online. In this context, the power of
cash transfer as a trust transfer was also emphasised.
Throughout the project, the confidentiality of the
participants and the project processes has been maintained.
To ensure this, everyone involved with the project has

agreed not to share on social media, any details or data.

John Michael, the manager of the Asia-Pacific hub of
Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN), spoke about the
WorkFREE UBI+ Pilot study, a sibling project of TG-BIC,
being conducted in Hyderabad with garbage collectors. He
drew parallels in the care aspect of the TG-BIC project and
the relational needs-based community organising as the
plus element at WorkFREE. Emphasising the need to realise
one's scope in social work, he shared that our attempts
should not be one that patronises or ‘empowers’ but one
that facilitate self and community growth through mere
presence and support. Inviting the attendees to engage
with the artwork and quotes by the participants, he shared
that the Mandalas symbolically have come to represent a
break from the capitalist world that sees human beings
merely as labouring bodies. He concluded by discussing

about co-creation of safe spaces as a community.
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Artworks, biographical sketches, and mandala fillings
have been important parts of the care sessions in the
project implementation. Similarly, on the day of the
workshop, the attendees were welcome to try their hand at
art and mandala work. Several attendees have actively
taken up these interesting tasks, the images of which are

shared in the report.
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The introduction of the project was followed by a panel
discussion of the participants who shared their experiences
with UBI and the care elements of the project. Seven out of
the ten participants were a part of this enriching session
where they delved into the struggles they endure in their
lives as transgender persons, how a basic income helped
them ease some of the pressure in their day-to-day hustling
and the necessity of devoting time towards taking care of

their mental, physical and relational health.
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Some participants have shared that the amount received
as basic income was useful to pay utilities such as rental
expenditures and recurring expenses such as travel and
food, relieving them of the constant stress of paying bills.
This becomes important as their natal families often do not
offer financial support. A participant shared that the basic
income from the pilot was useful in taking care of physical
health and nutritional needs. This becomes even more

important when one goes through transition.

From the views shared by the multiple participants, it
became evident that there have been incremental changes
in the labour choices of the participants. One participant
shared that they were able to stop going for alms seeking.
Another shared that they were able to spend on bike-taxi,
and autorickshaw for commuting between jobs, whereas
before the basic income, they relied on public transport or
other travel modes that have not always been pleasant
experiences. Without natal familial support, the amount of

. . / . . . .
choice in one’s occupation is very limited.

Participants who shared the basic income money with
their parents have reflected that it was a moment of pride
and joy to also bear the responsibility of family while taking
care of oneself. One participant shared that they
purchased gold jewellery for their mother who had +to

mortgage and sell off hers due to financial emergency.
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Multiple participants shared that basic income allowed
them to pursue education or upskill themselves. One of
them even shared that they got the courage to take a break
from work and fully focus on studying for government
recruitment examinations. Often, almost always transgender
persons are not recruited even after qualified for a
vacancy. And even if one is recruited, they are not paid on
par for the same work put in by a cishet person. The
underpayment forces one to seek other sources of revenue

while continuing to put in full-time work for the primary

occupation.

The panellists’ faces lit up as they started narrating to
the attendees their interesting experiences in the care
workshops. The participants shared that those sessions
allowed them to just be themselves and actively nurture
relationships with each other. One participant has
particularly recounted their experience with pedicure,
meditation, journaling and care partnership. Everyone
agreed that they wish to have more such sessions

continued.
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The team that managed the project put forth their own
experiences and observations. The themes and threads
raised as personal experiences intsing approach of
WorkFREE with garbage collectors in Hyderabad. Some
experiences from the project contesting the mainstream
gender theoretical postulates were discussed. The
inevitability of basic income with the dawn of Artificial
Intelligence (Al) and Automation was highlighted.
Unconditionality and universality have also become two
main planks during the discussions. The team also shared

their personal unlearning through the span of the project.

11
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?:
TOWARDS CO-PRODUCING A

RESEARCH AND ADVOCACY AGENDA

Finally, the workshop was opened for policy suggestions
and feedback from the audience, adding new perspectives
for the team to consider in further course of action.
Discussion on the following themes has come up during the
questions and responses cum reflections session conducted
among the organisers, participants, attendees, students and

activists, as follows:

e Transgender persons deserve support as they are made
to constantly transition from jobs.

e The sex reassignment surgery also is a major decision.
Basic income from the govt has the potential to support
transgender persons on a large scale.

e Gender-based violence committed against Transgender
persons.

e A discussion on what basic income should be
complemented with has taken place, arguing for better
and inclusive education.

e While the discussion on cash is important, the
establishment and expansion of care support systems is

important.
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e Need for a census of transgender persons. This could be
combined with the proposed Caste Census. The methods,
definitions and methodology should be sensitive to the
participants and the entire data collection apparatus
must be thoroughly sensitised. Those who carry out these
censuses must be sensitised.

e Even with the presence of various judgements for the
protection of transgender persons, the atrocities against
them remain rampant.

e Unfortunately, police are a part of this regular
harassment. In the case of Andhra Pradesh, a basic
income was given but on the ground level, police have
questioned transgender persons as to why they continue
with their work of sex work and begging even while they
were given a pension by the state. There is insensitivity
in the street bureaucracy and the law & order agencies
in engaging with transgender persons and gender and
sexual minorities in general. The government officials
often do not understand that the money is supposed to
be unconditional.

 Misrepresentation and  problematic portrayal of
transgender persons in the mainstream media and
entertainment outlets.

e Need for continuous communication for the movement

with the state.

13
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Need for Identity cards issual on a bigger scale and how
granting agencies need to be sensitised to the law.Even
with the presence of various judgements for the
protection of transgender persons, the atrocities against
them remain rampant.

Need for horizontal reservation in public employment
and educational institutions.

How to frame policies without challenging the dignity of
the bodies of transgender persons?

The expiring Transgender Welfare Board in Telangana
and the need for renewing it with vigour. The previous
board did not meet even once in six months as
mandated. The funds for this board are underutilized.
Need for budgetary allotment for mass sensitisation
about issues faced by persons belonging to the LGBTQI+

community.

14
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ABOUT THE
PROJECT

Basic Income and Care for Transgender Persons’ project was
jointly launched by Anveshi Research Centre for Women’s Studies and
India Network for Basic Income (INBIl Foundation) in January 2023
with the transgender community in Hyderabad. The objective was to
pilot unconditional basic income with the transgender community as a

radical social policy intervention.

Ten transgender persons were provided a Universal Basic Income
(UBI) of Rs 7000 per month for a period of 12 months. Additionally,
Care workshops were also conducted, that aimed to create spaces of
connection, solidarity and care between and amongst participants.
Although the program was imagined as a Cash plus Care intervention,
the cash payment was not conditional on attendance. Six such
comprehensive care workshops were facilitated by the project team
during the project period, five in-person and one online. The project
was implemented with the financial support of American Jewish World
Service (AJWS). The Basic Income Earth Network’s Asia Pacific hub has
collaborated with the project on the research advocacy front in view of

advocating intervention on a global scale. 1
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ABOUT THE PROJECT

The announcement of the project was through social media
channels in the city of Hyderabad. Self-selection (whoever identifies
themselves as a transgender person) was the criterion for applying for
the project. The team received sixty applications while the funds were
limited to be sufficient for only 10 persons. The selection of participants
was done through a public lottery on Zoom, in the presence of some
senior members of the transgender community in Hyderabad. This

avoided any arbitrary or a priori ‘selection’ criteria.

We believe that self-selection ought
to be the principle that even governments
should adopt in the case of transgender
persons since that is the most honorable

and respectful way of designing and

implementing any welfare policy.

This project envisions a movement towards a Caring Society, of
which a UBI forms a key part. We posit that we are all fundamentally
interdependent beings, across our life cycles. Across our lives, each
person receives and provides care for other living beings and the
planet as a whole. Therefore, the wider rules and institutions
governing our society must centre around the core values of care,
trust, reciprocity and solidarity.

2
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ABOUT THE PROJECT

A UBI is a key component of any caring society. As an unconditional,
and ideally universal, cash transfer, it recognises that each person has
needs, that they are diverse and that they need to be met meaningfully.
As the universal medium of exchange, cash can provide each person with
the ability and dignity to meet their needs in the manner they deem most
fit.

In this project, we aimed to combine the UBI with intentionally
created spaces of relationality, solidarity and care. We imagined these
facilitated participatory ‘workshops’ as generating values and skills where
participants feel safe, connected and provide the support to each other,

.

and get resourced to provide it to their wider networks.

‘My mother gave her golden earrings as a gift at my cousin’'s
wedding, and since then, she hasn't had any. | saved the money |
received and used it to buy new earrings for her. It made me feel
better as her child to do that. My parents were also very happy
when | bought the earrings.’

‘In the care workshops, we discovered the benefits of meditation,
which gave us valuable time for self-reflection. These workshops
transformed us into a family, bringing us closer together in a short

period of time.’
- Participant X about the Project

3
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WHY TRANSGENDER

COMMUNITY?

Transgender persons face extreme marginalisation from the
heteronormative society that segregates people strictly into women and
men attaching gender-specific qualities one has to conform to. Much of
the society is ignorant of the gender-diverse possibilities, and therefore
views a transgender person as a deviant which becomes the foundation
of the brutality meted out to them. A transgender person is stigmatised,
ostracised, ridiculed, and thus pushed to the margins or beneath the
surface. It is in such a brutalised space that a transgender person lives
and survives. |t takes a huge amount of moral and other resources for a
transgender person to assert one’s identity, and make a place for

oneselfin this society.




WHY TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY?

This marginalisation operates at different levels in different social
and personal spaces in the form of transphobia, sexism, casteism,
economic exclusion and so on, resulting in the denial of safe housing,
dignity of labour, agency to make informed choices, expression of
oneself and leisure. This leads to the degradation of the emotional and
physical well-being of transgender persons. The net result is that the
choices available to them at different stages in their life cycle with
respect to their childhood, education, employment, housing,
community and social life, etc., are extremely reduced. This brutal
curtailment of freedom which is akin to the life of a slave is the real issue
that we are facing with respect to the lives of transgender persons in our

society.

In recent years, we have witnessed several initiatives addressing

the transgender community both by the state as well as by the civil

society such as legal recognition, health care services, welfare
schemes, etc. Welcome as these efforts are, they do not reach out tg
the specificity of the marginalisation mentioned above
transgender persons face in the society. Fostering principle
what we feel is missing in their approach. It is only t

we can rebuild solidarity and co-create safe spaceg
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WHAT IS UNIVERSAL
BASIC INCOME AND
WHY IN THIS PROJECT?

UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

Basic income is cash paid to every person (including children)
individually, unconditionally, and every month in any given political
community. It is a simple idea, but indeed a radical new paradigm. It has
five core elements that distinguish it from the conventional modes of

welfarism. Here are the characteristics:

e cash as opposed to in-kind transfers

e paid to individual as opposed to head of the household
e monthly as opposed to one-time grants

e universal as opposed to targeted

e unconditional as opposed to conditional

While the first four elements are more common, the most radical
element in the basic income paradigm is ‘unconditional’. It is an
entitlement and a right. One need not provide evidence that one is
deserving or qualified to receive a basic income; nor is one asked to
demonstrate certain outcomes in order to continue receiving it. It is as

unconditional and as universal as the air we breathe and rain we receive.
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WHAT IS UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME AND
WHY IN THIS PROJECT?

Q

INDIVIDUAL

r>nam<-—zCc

UNCONDITIONAL

‘Its universal nature rests on a solidarity-based ethos that
can further social cohesion and collectivise the spirit of ‘care’
to and amongst all.’

‘As an unconditional transfer it respects the diversity of each
person’s lives, needs and aspirations. People do not need to fit
their lives into narrow predefined boxes or deal with
stigmatizing and uncaring bureaucracies.’

Cited in Barber et al., 2022: 25

A Caring Society is one that operates on trust and creates safety
to all its members. UBI offers each person recognition of their identity,
of their needs and the fact that they matter. It can also give them the
Power to say ‘NO’ to exploitative relationships, and ‘YES' to
opportunities which help the life-projects they desire. A universal basic
income and the periodicity of it act not just as a cash transfer but also
as a transfer of trust which lays a foundation for creating such a safe

space and therefore, a Caring Society.
7
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WHAT IS UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME AND
WHY IN THIS PROJECT?

The belief that all human beings are reliant on, and providers of, care in
some form or the other is the core of the Anveshi - INBI project. Therefore,
primacy has been given to Care as the guiding value in all aspects of its
design and implementation. As a society that believes and is rooted in
perpetuating gender binary, any “deviance” is punitively “neutralised” and
brutality inflicted upon, denying the transgender community a space of
safety and Care. Therefore, Care stands as the opposite of brutality - the
former symbolising life and nourishing and the latter violence and death.
The lives of most transgender people are pushed into invisibilised spaces.
Being members of this society, the moral responsibility is on all of us to co-
create safe spaces of Care since the punishing agency is not ‘out there’ but
within each of us. It is this impulse that led us to attempt at co-designing
Care workshops that symbolise spaces for listening, caring, sharing and

engaging in conversations.

Unconditionality is vital. It will erase the differences of caste, gender,
colour, religion, and creed. Once things are unconditional without
hindrances and restrictions, indirectly, all superstition will collapse
and the world will become a place where flowers will blossom
everywhere. For me, another word for unconditional is ‘powerful

courage’.
- Participant Y on Unconditionality
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CASH-BASED POLICIES IN INDIA FOR
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY

. Sikkim

Jammu & Kashmir Himachal sL LG

Integrated Social oo 1.Sikkim Grant of Award
radesh To Transgender

Security Scheme T
ransgender 2.Ima Nongthangleima

(1sss) Transgender .
Pension Pension Scheme Yaipha Tengbang
Assam
‘ Pension
Raiasthan ‘ recommendation in
: a Chattisgarh State Transgender

Rajasthan Pensions for elderly Poli¢y
Mukhyamantri Transgender
Vishesh Yogyajan persons
Samman Pension .
Yojana - M
Madhya b ‘
Pradesh * )
Transgender S
Pension Tripura
Transgender
Pension
Maharashtra
Sanjay Gandhi . Jharkhand
Niradhar Pension Odisha Bring Transgender
Family pension community under
Karnataka for trar\sgender Universal pension
Mythree Pension ‘ children scheme
Scheme for Andhra Pradesh
Transgenders YSR Pension Kanuka

Kerala
1.Scholarship for Transgender \ Puducherry
Individuals ) < Old age and
2.Pension for Transgender Persons ’ Destitute Pension

above 60
3.Varnam Scheme for Transgender
Students Pursuing Distance

. Tamil Nadu
Education .
4.Marriage Assistance for lega Pension Scheme for
married Transgender couples Destitute Transgender

5.Saphalam Scheme - financial
assistance for those pursuing
professional courses

6.Financial Aid for Providing Hostel
Facility to Transgender Students

[] underimplementation [ | Announced
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‘O ABOUT THE CARE

Y  WORKSHOPS

The aim of the workshops was to open conversations about the possibilities
of developing and designing certain Self Care and Mutual Care practices among
the participants centered around taking care as a community rather than
confining self-care to its capitalistic understanding of being individualistic. These
were intended to create a sense and a space of trauma-informed individual-in-a-

collective care.

This rendering of self-care also brings in self-awareness which highlights the
much unaddressed bodily and emotional scars that structural inequalities inflict
and helps in healing as individuals and as a community. Therefore, building
safety, self-esteem and connection became some of the principal aims of the
workshop. Connecting one to one’s inner self has been facilitated through
meditation, building confidence through activities based on care and building

self-esteem through listening and respect.

In the current society where people are
pushed into the hustle culture with self-care
as only a reward for productivity, maintaining
emotional hygiene demands attention. And
for the communities that are vulnerable to
systemic oppression like the transgender
community, setting aside some part of their
time for self-care becomes challenging and

results in adverse mental well-being.

Taking into view the situation of deteriorating mental and physical health
and the trauma that the members of the transgender community have to endure,
focusing on health and well-being became a vital part of the care workshops.

10
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WHAT DID WE LEARN
FROM THE PROJECT?

Much of what we are saying here in this brochure has emerged from
our conversations and sharing in the Care Workshops and subsequent
interviews with some of the participants. What did we learn through this
process? Most important lesson has been that it is not enough to say that a
transgender person faces brutality and violence in our society. That's just
the first step. The next crucial step is to unpack and comprehend what this
brutality actually means, at its granular level. Only at this granular level that
one can move towards remedies and relief. Intense conversations in Care
Workshops brought some important pain points in the life journey of a trans
gender person. The suffering endured by them in these following pain
points bears significant impact on choices and decisions and the possible
trauma that arises out of this needs attention for healing:

e Relationship with natal family

e Education, employment and livelihood related

e Gender affirming Surgery and the Transition
Process

e Chosen family, housing and community-related

e Intimate relationship and partner violence-related

My work forced me to not be left with anytime for myself. |1 lost myself in the
journey of finding work for myself. My personal and professional life got mixed
up. The care workshops, during such state, helped me trace my spirituality
again. Meditation has become a bridge for my spirituality. | can say that the
care workshops literally took care of me. We spoke as humans in these

meetings. ..
- Participant Y on care workshops

11
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WHAT DID WE LEARN FROM THE
PROJECT?

Care conversations in the workshops brought out these issues
extensively with seniors and juniors sharing their experiences. Each
individual addresses the trauma caused by each of these situations in
one’s own unique way. In each one of the above situations, there are

concrete choices to be made and resolutions to be sought.

We are now in the process of conducting in-depth interviews
with our participants, and eventually we hope to bring out a publication

based on our collective understanding of these pain points.

I used the amount | received to prepare for DSC government teacher
recruitment exam, taking a break from my job for a while to focus on it.
Additionally, I utilized the funds to travel from Hyderabad to my native place to
visit my father during his illness. This assistance not only lifted the financial
weight off my shoulders but also allowed me to pursue career aspirations while
fulfilling my familial responsibilities.

- Participant Z on UBI

12
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WHAT ARE THE POLICY

IMPLICATIONS?

Our hope in this project is to bring out learnings that can be
useful to make lives of transgender persons better, through

interventions at all the three levels:

e Policy Implications: There are many ways in which government can
play a role in empowering the lives of transgender persons.

 Role, Responsibility and Interventions of the Civil Society: How
can civil society design interventions that specifically address the
pain points faced by transgender persons?

e Healing and Self-Care Practices at the individual and community

level

‘In terms of finance, understanding people without any boundaries can
give power to any individual. In a conversation with finance department
people, I told them ‘not to give a pension but to give it as a basic income
for the transgender persons.” Government always tries to creatively set

filters. First, they will ask ration card then some identity card with gender
confirmation making a lot of the transgender community ineligible for
things. That’s why, I say, ‘unconditional is powerful’.

- Participant Y on UBI

13



WHERE DO WE WANT

TO GO FROM HERE?

e We would like to continue more systematic research based on
our learnings so far in this project. What is needed are
qualitative studies on various aspects of lives of transgender
persons on the pain points mentioned - education,

employment, housing, social and community life, old age, etc.

e Develop Care workshop model we began in this project and

make it available to more people in the city of Hyderabad

e Design policy
interventions for

protecting the rights of

transgender persons;
and advocate
unconditional basic

income for transgender

persons in the state of

Telangana

I regularly sent money home, and fulfilling my responsibilities towards my
parents made me feel better and lighter. Being able to book a Rapido
instead of walking long distances meant a lot to me. The income from the

project gave me room to breathe, freeing me from constantly searching
for ways to cover my expenses.

-Participant Y on UBI

14
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Note: All artworks depicted in this document are
authored by the participants of the project
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Dr. Sarath Davala
India Network for Basic Income (INBI)

Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN)
sarathdavala@gmail.com

President

Anveshi Research Centre for Women’'s Studies
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Annexure 6

Report on TG-BIC Presentation at 23rd BIEN Congress

Radical Care: Unconditional Basic Income and Care for Transgender Persons,
Insights from a Pilot Project in Hyderabad

7

Presentation: Radical Care: Unconditional Basic Income and Care for Transgender
Persons, Insights from a Pilot Project in Hyderabad

Presentation Date & Time: Day 3, 31st August 2024, Session 1 - 9:30 - 11:00 am
Conference: 23rd BIEN World Congress

Venue: University of Bath, UK

Presentation Session: Gender Empowerment: Insights from Pilot Projects

Panel Chair: Jessica Schultz

Presenters: John Michael, Yamini Appikatla, Aparna Rajesh

\ 20 25K 2 2 2

Participant Response: Nanditha Kothamasi

The 23rd BIEN Congress took place from August 29th to 31st at the
University of Bath, UK. The Congress centred around the theme ‘Reclaiming the
Future, Basic Income and Socio-Ecological Transformation’ On the final day of the
congress, the research team delivered a presentation sharing the initial findings and
reflections from our project, Basic Income and Care for Transgender Persons, under
the title ‘Radical Care: Unconditional Basic Income and Care for Transgender
Persons, Insights from a Pilot Project in Hyderabad’. This platform provided an
excellent opportunity for the project to be showcased to a diverse audience of
academics, advocates, and experts in the basic income movement from across the

world.
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The project was presented in the 'Pilots' session on the third day of the
Congress, which was chaired by Jessica Schultz. John Michael, the Asia-Pacific
Regional Hub Manager of Basic Income Earth Network (BIEN), our project's
research and advocacy partner, opened the presentation with an introduction
covering various details of the project’s implementation, partners, processes and
key timelines. Following his introduction, Yamini Appikatla discussed the various
levels of marginalisation faced by the transgender community and how a Basic
Income could help address some of these challenges. The radical nature of Basic
Income in a society that marginalises the transgender community and its role in
laying the groundwork for a compassionate society was emphasised in her
presentation The third presenter, Aparna Rajesh, then elaborated on the Plus
aspect of the project, ‘Care’, explaining the project's understanding of the concept of
care and how it recognises its significance for marginalised communities. She also
shared insights from participants' experiences with basic income and care.
Throughout the Presentation, sketches made by the participants were used in the
Power Point presentation file to showcase certain thematic insights. Similarly,
relevant quotes from the qualitative interviews with the participants have also been

displayed.

The key highlight of the presentation was Nanditha, one of the project’s
participants, who shared her experience with Basic Income and Care with the
community. She started by shedding light on the lives of transgender persons in
India. Then, she shared her experiences with the project and how it motivated her to
contribute more to social work, eventually leading to her receiving an honorary
doctorate in human rights. Her presentation emphasised the significance of sex
reassignment surgery in the lives of many transgender persons and that one of the
participants of the project saved up the basic income to undergo the procedure. She

closed her presentation by highlighting how the financial and mental stability
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resulting from the project helped the participants focus on their work and about
how all the ten participants of the project were able to exercise increased sense of

choice in their lives.

Nanditha’s first-hand account of the project ensured depth and grounding to our

presentation, offering a richer insight into our findings.

John Michael has mentioned about the Project in his presentation in other sessions
and discussions at the Congress but more prominently in the Panel discussion on
‘Basic Income for the Global South: Lessons from Africa, Latin America and Asia.
John Michael has spoken to Aaldrik Bakker, the Director of ‘Not That Basic Film’
about the Project and attempted to connect Nanditha with their film crew. Due to
time mismatch, the meeting couldn’t take place. The film crew will be in India for
their shoot and one of their main planks for India tour is social sustainability
covering how UBI impacts social cohesion, happiness and health. A collaboration
with that team could be explored to potentially showcase the gender justice aspect

of our project.

The presentation at the BIEN Congress has been an enriching experience for the
team with a positive reception from the Chair, and attendees at the session. In the
Congress, we have also distributed brochures detailing the project and its

preliminary findings, including a call for collaborations for its second phase.
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INSIGHTS FROM THE PARTICIPANTS

Choice to say Strength to transition

‘Yes’ or ‘No’ from work to education &
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Prioritising the Self,

Care through community
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Financial Independence Creation of non-judgemental,
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Annexure 8

A Transformative Experience

My Journey to the UK and the BIEN 2024 Conference

Taking my first international flight was an emotional and transformative experience. As |
prepared to leave Hyderabad, | was overwhelmed with a sense of gratitude for how far | had
come. From the challenges | faced growing up as a transgender person in India to becoming an
advocate for marginalized communities, this trip symbolized not only personal growth but also
the recognition of my work on a global platform.

The layover in Delhi was a moment of reflection, where | considered the many people who had
supported me on this journey, both personally and professionally. As | waited for my connecting
flight to the UK, | took a quiet moment to offer prayers of thanks to God for giving me the
strength and opportunities to continue my advocacy. My heart was full of excitement and
nervousness, knowing that | was not only representing myself but the countless marginalized
voices for which | have fought. Landing in the UK filled me with a deep sense of
accomplishment.

As someone who had never seen an airport in my life, attending the BIEN conference has truly
been the beginning of my journey to explore new horizons. Without the unwavering support of
my BIEN family, | would never have been able to set foot in the UK. | am incredibly grateful to
Anweshi Research Center, whose efforts transformed my dreams into reality, and to my
gracious host, Ms. Maria, who welcomed me into her home in Bristol. This entire experience has
been nothing short of a rollercoaster ride, filled with excitement, challenges, and growth. The
warmth and encouragement | received from my BIEN family at every stage of my trip, from
planning my journey to returning safely to India, have been remarkable. It is a testament to the
strength of the community that BIEN fosters—a true family in every sense.

Day 1: Global Conversations and Groundbreaking Discussions

The first day of the BIEN 2024 conference was nothing short of awe-inspiring. As | arrived at
Bath University, | was struck by the magnitude of the event—scholars, activists, and
policymakers from all over the world had gathered to discuss basic income and its potential to
revolutionize societies. It was humbling to be among such distinguished company, all united by
the shared goal of advocating for social justice and economic equity.

The opening sessions set the stage for the day's discussions, focusing on the urgent need to
address global wealth inequality and the climate crisis through unconditional basic income
(UBI). One of the most impactful sessions for me was centered on cash-based social policies in
India. Listening to experts talk about how UBI could uplift millions of vulnerable people in my
home country was both enlightening and validating. It reaffirmed the importance of my work in
advocating for financial inclusion for marginalized communities in India, including transgender
individuals.

Later in the day, we watched documentaries highlighting basic income experiments in India and
Dhaka. These visual stories vividly highlighted the real-world impact UBI could have on
improving the quality of life in low-income communities. As someone deeply involved in
advocating for human rights, it was a powerful reminder of how UBI could provide not only
financial relief but also dignity and empowerment to marginalized groups.




The most inspiring part of the day was the session on "Basic Income for Peace." The
discussions explored how UBI could be a transformative tool in regions affected by conflict and
instability, with case studies from Ukraine, Palestine, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. These examples
highlighted how economic security could contribute to peace and development, a concept that
resonated deeply with me. By the end of the day, | felt energized and hopeful about the potential
of UBI to bring about lasting social change in India and beyond.

Day 2: Diverse Perspectives and Cultural Exploration

The second day of the conference was filled with a range of perspectives on the potential of UBI
to address inequality across different cultures and regions. The morning began with a
captivating film screening of three short films from South Africa, including one titled "A Decent
Path." These films highlighted the powerful role that UBI could play in transforming lives,
particularly for people who have historically been marginalized due to race, poverty, and
systemic injustice.

One of the most impactful sessions for me was on basic income pilot programs for Indigenous
communities in the Global South. Hearing about the specific challenges these communities
face due to historical exploitation, land dispossession, and lack of access to resources was a
profound learning experience. The potential for UBI to provide not only economic security but
also restorative justice for Indigenous peoples was a concept | had not fully explored before,
and it opened my eyes to the broader implications of basic income beyond the transgender
person and LGBTQ+ communities.

I had the opportunity to witness roundtable discussion titled "Sowing the Seeds of Stability"
which explored the need for basic income for farmers, farmworkers, and food producers in the
UK. Given my involvement with women farmers in Telangana through organic farming initiatives
back home, this conversation hit close to home. | found myself drawing parallels between the
challenges faced by farmers in India and those in the UK. The discussions emphasized how UBI
could provide a safety net for those in agriculture, allowing them to continue their work without
the constant worry of financial instability, which is critical in both rural India and the UK.

The day ended with a delightful walking tour of Bath with fellow conference participants. Bath’s
historic architecture, combined with the lively discussions from earlier in the day, made for a
perfect blend of cultural and intellectual exploration. | connected with other activists and
researchers during the tour, exchanging ideas and stories about our respective work. The
beauty of the city and the conversations | had with other attendees made this an unforgettable
day, leaving me with a sense of camaraderie and global solidarity.

Day 3: Empowering Marginalized Communities




The third and final day of the conference focused on gender empowerment and how UBI could
be a significant change for marginalized genders. As someone who has dedicated my life to
advocating for the rights of transgender persons, this day was particularly meaningful to me.
The discussions delved deep into how UBI can empower women and transgender individuals,
offering them the financial freedom to make choices about their lives, education, and careers
without the constraints of poverty or societal discrimination.

One of the most personal and deeply moving moments for me during the conference was the
discussion on basic income pilot programs for transgender individuals in Hyderabad, India.
Presenting the transformative impact of these initiatives was not only inspiring for me but also
affirmed the importance of such work to many in attendance. The response from the audience
was overwhelmingly supportive, with strong advocacy for extending basic income to
marginalized communities, particularly the transgender population. This session felt intensely
personal, as it resonated deeply with the work | have been dedicated to in India—promoting
financial inclusion and securing the rights of the transgender community. | firmly believe that the
implementation of such programs in the future will significantly alter the fate and future of
communities that have long been overlooked and treated as invisible in society. The potential to
bring about real, meaningful change through basic income initiatives is undeniable, and | am
more committed than ever to seeing these efforts come to fruition.

Another impactful session that day was on food security and how UBI could help dismantle the
systems that perpetuate poverty and inequality. As someone who has collaborated with
marginalized communities, | found this session to be particularly important in understanding the
broader implications of basic income on social justice. UBI is not just about providing financial
support but about addressing the root causes of inequality, particularly in access to food,
education, and healthcare.

The closing ceremony of BIEN 2024 was a bittersweet moment. It marked the end of three
transformative days, but it also symbolized the beginning of a new chapter in the fight for basic
income and social justice. Watching the handover to the BIEN 2025 team, | felt a deep sense of
gratitude for having been part of this global movement. | left the conference feeling empowered,
inspired, and ready to continue advocating for the communities | serve.

A Journey of Transformation: Personal Growth and Professional Purpose




Reflecting on this trip, | realize it wasn’t just about attending BIEN 2024 —it was about personal
growth and reaffirming my purpose. From my first international flight to participating in insightful
discussions, this journey was a milestone in my life. It strengthened my belief that basic income
is not only an economic issue but a human rights issue, with the potential to uplift marginalized
communities, especially transgender individuals.

Speaking about the basic income pilot program for transgender persons in Hyderabad was
transformative. The audience was deeply moved by the real-life stories of transgender people
finding stability through financial support. The session highlighted that beyond financial
inclusion, mental health services, legal aid, and vocational training are critical for lasting
success. | also realized the importance of data collection and transparency to measure the
program’s success and scale it further.

Overall, the project received overwhelming support, with many recognizing its potential for
systemic change. The session underscored the need for collaboration with local governments to
make basic income for transgender people a permanent part of social welfare policies. For
Anveshi and INBI, continued dialogue with global organizations and stronger partnerships will
be key to sustaining and expanding our work.

This experience has left me more committed than ever to advocating for basic income, social

justice, and gender empowerment, ready to return to India and push forward initiatives for a
more equitable society.




( ] Annexure 9

“Unconditionality is vital. It will erase the differences of
caste, gender, colour, religion, and creed. Once things
are unconditional without hindrances and restrictions,
Glimpses indirectly, all superstition will collapse and the world will
become a place where flowers will blossom everywhere.
from a One-ddy For me, another word for unconditional is ‘powerful

courage’.”

consultative - Participant Y on Unconditionality

workshop held

‘In the care workshops, we discovered the benefits of

meditation, which gave us valuable time for self-
A ¥

in Hyderabad to . 4
share the ‘s » reflection. These workshops transformed us into a family,

'H ti f % bringing us closer together in a short period of time.’
reriecrions o ;

o o - Participant X on Care Workshops ”
participants &

project team '
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PHASE OF OUR PROJECT. IF YOU'D

activists. g . LIKE TO SUPPORT US,
= . PLEASE REACH OUT.

Basic Income

& Care for
| REACH US AT: Transgender persons

/Dr. Sarath Davala \

India Network for Basic Income
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https://www.mysmartstudent.com/

10 participants

7000 INR per

month

12 months

Monthly care workshops

Care Workshop Facilitators:
Sarath Davala & Maria Franchi

Care Workshop Coordination Team:
Maria Franchi, Sarath Davala, MA Moid

Team:

Aparna Rajesh, Appikatla Yamini, Joel Lazarus, John

Michael, Maria Franchi, Sarath Davala, Vibhor Mathur
PROJECT PARTNERS

Aorve JAL

RESEARCH CENTRE FOR WOMEN'S STUDIES

)

WorkFREE #

AMERICAN \

JEWISH
WORLD
SERVICE

N
INBI

INDIA NETWORK FOR BASIC INCOME

s BIEN

ASIA PACIFICHUB

To move away from targetted &

conditional welfare towards BRAAzh4
BASIC

vniversal & unconditional social
INCOME?

policy, respecting the dignity &

choice of all individuals

While capitalism & consumerism are
driving the world towards hyper-
individualism, care placed in community
offers support, strength & solidarity to
the marginalised

The Transgender community faces

extreme marginalisation by hetero-

. : : WHY
Brahmanical patriarchy rooted in

colonial morality. This limits their TRANSGENDER

choices in all realms of life, KAAEAILAE

especially livelihood & all mobility

INSIGHTS FROM THE PILOT

Choice to say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’

Financial Independence to support
family

Strength to transition from work to
education & vice-versa

A pedestal to act on long-pending life
decisions

Creation of non-judgemental, safe &

humane space

Prioritising the Self, Care; emotional, physical
& relational well-being through community
hand-holding

. Sikkim
Jammu & Kashmir Hirachal T R 5
Integrated Social Pradesh .Tl Tlm rundo war
Security Scheme Transgender o Transgender
(1sss) Transgender T A 2.Ima Nongthangleima
Pension Yaipha Tengbang
Assam
‘ Pension
: recommendation in
e A4 Chattisgarh State Transgender

Rajasthan . Pensions for elderly Poligy
Mukhyamantri Transgender

Vishesh Yogyajan persons
Samman Pension )
Yojana ®
Madhya ’
Pradesh )

e

Transgender —
Pension )
SO\ Tripura
Transgender
Pension
Maharashtra
Sanjay Gandhi oash Jharkhand
Niradhar Pension 2diShd — Bring Transgender
Family pension community under
Karnataka for trqf\sgender Umvzr::;rpnznsnon
Mythree Pension \) children
Scheme for Andhra Pradesh
Transgenders

YSR Pension Kanuka

Kerala —
1.Scholarship for Transgender Puducherry
Individuals 4 Old age and
2.Pension for Transgender Persons Destitute Pension

above 60
3.Varnam Scheme for Transgender
Students Pursuing Distance

- Tamil Nadu
Education )
4.Marriage Assistance for legally Pension Scheme for
married Transgender couples Destitute Transgender

5.Saphalam Scheme - financial
assistance for those pursuing
professional courses

6.Financial Aid for Providing Hostel
Facility to Transgender Students

[[] underimplementation [] Announced

While the above public policies range on the spectrum of conditional
cash transfers to closer Bl simulations, TG BIC advocates for a
Universal Basic Income which is a periodic cash payment

unconditionally delivered to all on an individual basis without means-
test or work requirement. Page 78 of 81




Annexure 10

Policy Recommendations to the Government of Telangana

regarding the well-being of Transgender Persons

A. Addressing the systemic issues faced by Transgender persons:

Marginalisation, stigmatisation and discrimination

A1l. Enumeration of transgender persons in Telangana through a systematic

Census.

e Self-identity should be the basis of gender identification.

e C(reate an independent state web portal for registration, like e-shram.

e Research methods, definitions, methodology and data collection protocols
in such exercise must be sensitive to transgender persons; No invasive

methodologies, making the current framework of census inclusive.
A2, Legislative measures

e Formulate Anti-Discrimination Law to prevent violence against
transgender persons

e Include transgender persons and their wellbeing as a priority area in the
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) of Schedule Seven of the CSR Act.

e Inheritance, adoption, marital laws to include the transgender persons.
Ensure sensitising social practices which eventually informs the legal
practice.

e Ensure measures to address Intimate Partner Violence and domestic
violence including from the natal families.

e Ensure access to Legal Aid & Legal Resources.

e Setup and run special and fast track courts for transgender persons.

e Definition of the family should be redefined. One should be able to decide

who one’s family is.
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Instead of merging a non-caste identity like transgender identity into OBC
for reservations, horizontal reservations have to be implemented in
education and employment.

Measures to be taken to prevent social norms overriding the legal wording

in personal laws.

A3. Empowerment through Education measures

Financially incentivise the continuing Adult Education and pursuing
Professional courses.
Revamping the educational modules among the cishet population to help

unlearn the prejudices.

A4. Uphold Dignity of Transgender persons and their human rights

Sensitise government machinery, particularly police personnel through
facilitated training programs. The civil society should develop a panel of
resource persons from within the transgender community and also others
to be available for such programs.

Sensitising the judicial system.

Work with media, journalists, and artists to build an informed image of
transgender persons

Introduce awareness in school curriculum

A5. Specific healthcare needs of Transgender persons

Easy access to general healthcare needs - both mental and physical.
Training of medical professionals.

Adequate training of medical professionals of all levels to provide
gender-affirming care

Changes to be brought in the medical curriculum
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e Healthcare manual for all staff in the healthcare space.

e Access to general health care, mental and physical

A6. Addressing the wellbeing needs of Transgender persons

e Provide designated community spaces and resources for the community
to organise themselves.

e Support systems to be facilitated through self-organised groupings.

e Reserve housing quota for TG persons under current government Housing
Scheme.

e Ensure social security through access to ration cards, Arogyasree,

pensions

B. Income Security and Care Institutions

B1. Income Security

e Introduce Unconditional Basic income support

B2. Care Institutions and Apparatus

e (reate community spaces of care
e (Government should support and collaborate with self-organised
transgender community entities to facilitate such care structures and

spaces
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