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Gogu Shyamala’s stories dissolve borders
as they work their magic on orthodox
forms of realism, psychic allegory and
political fable. Whether she is describing

Sashi Kumar

A. Suneetha

N. Manohar Reddy
R. Srivatsan

Gita Ramaswamy
Uma Bhrugubanda
P. Pavana

Duggirala Vasanta

GOGU SHYAMALA is a senior fellow at

the Anveshi Research Centre for Women,
Hyderabad. She has edited Nallappoddu: Dalitha
Sthreela Sahithyam 1921-2002 (Black Dawn:
Dalit Women's Writings, 1921-2002).

This is her first collection of stories translated
from Telugu.

Lines that cut to the very gut

I am tempted to suggest that we think

of Shyamala’s stories as prototypes of a
compact new genre that might be called,
not a short, but a little story. The Tittle”
here would of course recall the intrepid
independence of the little magazines that
have nourished the Telugu reading public
since the 1960s; it would make reiereme
to Walter Benjamin’s famous

little history of photography

deep to track over a quick few pages the
photographic element’s degeneration
from the enchanted portraiture of its
early years into a realist endorsement

of middle class life; and it would point

to the world of the little, subaltern
tmdmom as against that of the great
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the setting sun or the way people are

gathered at a village council like ‘thickly

strew in on the threshing floor’,
hms of a daht drum ora

parmular and small, and
slmultaneoucl\ universal.

Set in the madiga quarter of a Telangana
village, the stories spotlight different
and experiences, and offer
ns on how to see, think and
ife in that world. There is a
laugh lurking around every other corner as
the narrative pi step past the
grandiose autho earlier versions of
such places and thelr people—Romantic,
Gandhian, administrative—and the
These stories
of exit—from

idiom in which they
overturn the usual
the village, from madiga culture, from
these little commus to hold this life

up as one of prt for everyone.

With her intensely beautiful and sharply
political writing, Shyamala makes a clean
break with the tales of oppression and
misery decreed the true subject of dalit
writing.
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Development thought emerged as the governing principle of First World global
hegemony in the new world order marked by the end of the Second World
War and the beginnings of decolonization. Six decades later, in our present
geopolitical conjuncture marked by globalization and neoliberal resurgence,
History of Development Thought revisits the major strands in the development
debate from the 1950s to the early twenty-first century. The volume places classic
international interventions in critical development thinking alongside major
contributions to the discourse from the Indian context.

Throughout, the volume remains committed to the paradigm of development as a
horizon of critical thought and a field of democratic politics, while paying
attention to the multiple storylines of the discourse over the last 60 years. This
anthology, together with its critical introduction and rigorous prefatory remarks
for each extract, will be invaluable to students and researchers in the social
sciences and the humanities, especially those in development studies, history,
politics and economics, as well as to activists, administrators, and professionals in
health, education, and development.

NVSLVAIYS

Beginning with a juxtaposition of W.A. Lewis’ classic liberal theory of the dual
economy with P. C. Mahalanobis’ model for planned development in India, the
volume traces the trajectory of the development debate — from the Latin
American neo-Marxist paradigm, through the ‘mode of production’ debates in
India, to Indian and international feminist perspectives on development. It
explores the departures of the 1980s in India and elsewhere as theorists, including
Pranab Bardhan, Sukhamoy Chakravarty, Partha Chatterjee, A.O. Hirschman,
samuel Huntington, and Amartya Sen, sought to address from various
perspectives the reasons for the failure of development to live up to expectations.
It ends with excerpts signposting the emerging strands of the development (and
post-development) debate at the turn of the twenty-first century.
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History of Development Thought
is a timely, thoroughly researched
anthology of writings covering

a period of fifty years of
development thinking from

1954 to 2004. It highlights the
specific debates and historical
conjunctures that have particular
relevance in illuminating the
trajectories of development
theory and practice in India.

The idea of ‘development” has
always gestured to a future that
continues to elude the poor,

the marginalized, and the
dispossessed. Through the classic
writings reproduced here, this
volume consistently engages the
impasse between development
as amode of top-down
governance and as a field of
democratic politics. Theorists
represented include, among
others, Paul Baran, Andre
Gunder-Frank, Ernesto Laclau,
Utsa Patnaik, Hamza Alavi, Ester
Boserup, Nirmala Banerjee,
Immanuel Wallerstein, Amartya
Sen and Ashis Nandy.

Its critical introduction and the
detailed prefatory remarks to
each extract make this an
invaluable volume for students
and scholars in the social sciences
and the humanities, as well as

to activists and development
practitioners across the board.
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Gogu Shyamala’s stories dissolve borders
as they work their magic on orthodox
forms of realism, psychic allegory and
political fable. Wheth i

Sashi Kumar

A. Suneetha

N. Manohar Reddy
R. Srivatsan

Gita Ramaswamy
Uma Bhrugubanda
P. Pavana

Duggirala Vasanta

GOGU SHYAMALA is a senior fellow at

the Anveshi Research Centre for Women,
Hyderabad. She has edited Nallappoddu: Dalitha
Sthreela Sahithyam 1921-2002 (Black Dawn:
Dalit Women's Writings, 1921-2002).

This is her first collection of stories translated
from Telugu.

Lines that cut to the very gut

I am tempted to suggest that we think
of Shyamala’s stories as prototypes of a
compact new genre that might be called,
not a short, but a little story. The Tittle”
here would of course recall the intrepid
independence of the little magazines that
have nourished the Telugu reading public
since the 1960s; it would make reference
to Walter Benjamin’s famous A
little history of photography
deep to track over a quick few pages the
photographic element’s degeneration
from the enchanted portraiture of its
early years into a realist endorsement

ass life; and it would point

e little, subaltern
s against that of the great
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Father
maybe an

elephant

and mether
only a small
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illage council like ‘thickly
strewn grain on the thre

simultaneously universal.

Set in the madiga quarter of a Telangana
village, the stories spotlight different
settings, events and experiences, and offer
new propositions on how to see, think and
be touched by life in that world. There is a
laugh lurking around y

the narrative picks a

grandiose authori

such places and their

Gandhian, administrative—and the

idiom in which they spoke. These stories
overturn the usual age f exit—from
the village, from madj, re, from
these little ¢ iti hold this life

up as one of promise for everyone.

With her intensely beautiful and sharply
political writing, Shyamala makes a clean
break with the tales of oppression and
misery decreed the true subject of dalit
writing.
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