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Introduction to MANUU:

Maulana Azad National Urdu University is a Centsaliversity located at Gachibowli in the
city of Hyderabad in the Indian state of Andhradesh. It was named after Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, India's first Minister of Education,freedom fighter in India's struggle for
independence, and a scholar of Islam and Urduwatitez. The university was established by
an Act of the Parliament in January 1998. The m@ndathe university is to promote Urdu
language, provide higher and vocational educatlmough Urdu medium and focus on
women's education. The university was recently de@i'A" Grade by National Assessment

& Accreditation Council (NAAC).

The University has a Directorate of Distance Edocatvhich offer different courses like

M.A, (History, Urdu, and English) B.Ed, B.A., B.Sand B.Com, Diploma course in

Journalism, Teaching English, museology and fi@ate courses in Appreciating Ghazal,
Learning Urdu. The university has study centerdnioia and abroad. The University has
established an examination centre at Jeddah, CatdrlJ.S.A. It has more than 1, 00,000
students enrolled in different courses of distamme in this academic year (2012). The
Urdu knowing people from all over India and othewuwstries get admissions in different
course of this university. At the campus in reguaurse the majority of the students are
from Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bengainataka, Maharashtra, Kashmir and
Kerala. The students of Andhra Pradesh, MaharasimdaKarnataka have access to Urdu

background at primary and secondary level.

But in other states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh aemdal there is no Urdu medium option is

available for the students. Hence the studentsirsgdk study in Urdu medium go for




Madarsa education. Another reason for the huge rumbMadarsa background students in
these states is lack of government schools inuled areas. Madrasas are easily available in
every small village and this education is totalgef for the students. MANUU has accepted
some Madaris’ certificate equal to secondary edoicadnd graduation like Fazil (Jamia
Nizamia - Hyderabad, A.P), Ekhtesas (Al Mahaduli A€l Islami - Deoband, U.P), Fazil
(Jamiatus Salehat - Rampur, U.P), Urdu Fazil (Edafaiyat E Urdu - Hyderabad). So, the
students of Madarsa, Urdu Medium schools and Bmghedium schools are pursuing
different course at MANUU. Because of Madrsa anduJmedium background the students
are facing different problems related to readingtemal, language, comprehension,
university systems, rules and set up etc. for examp general it is observed that the
problems of the Madarsa students are different ftdrdu Medium students and English
medium students though there are some overlapsebatwproblems of Urdu medium

students and Madarsa students.

Those with Madrasa degrees constitute at least 80%e on-campus students. Rough
estimates indicate this percentage is even highethe Distance mode of education.
However, there are sufficient indications that theiversity wants to restrict the entry of
such students into the university. In the last éhyears, they have been prohibited from
entering Women’s Studies and Urdu literature. Thare rumors that university is
contemplating closure of many courses in Distandacation mode on the ground of

‘improving quality of education in the university’.

This study and its questions have emerged fronttliective experience of my friends and
me during my three years stay at MANUU as studemiscated in Urdu medium and

Madrasas. Rather than interpreting these expeseasgersonal, | thought that they should

2




be objectively studied. We suspected that our problare more wide-spread and systemic
than personal. | wanted to know the factors thatamtributing the current state of affairs
where the enthusiasm of the students who enteruttreersity is turning to anger and
resentment; where there are teachers who are @d/@steducation but there are also those
who are unable to understand the predicament difidutties of the students; where the
administration admits students from Urdu medium duatirasa background but does not

invest in creating conditions for their adaptatiorthe university.

Aim and Objectives:

In this study we tried to find out, what kind offfdiulties Madarsa and Urdu medium
background students face at MANUU in relation tarse material, syllabus, instructions,
faculty, language, resources and systems. Thiy stiso tried to see how these problems are
different for both, the impact of such problemstbair overall academic performance and

how students approach these problems.

Method: Since this is an explorative study, open endeehgw method has been adopted
for interviewing seven Madrasa background studants eight Urdu medium students from

different regions and departments.

There are only few studies conducted on the MadardadJrdu Medium students, hence this
study will be a source of information to understandinly the educational problems of the
Madarsa and Urdu Medium students at a higher /eusity level. The problem of mismatch
between the students and the university cultureiunique to MANUU (language, culture,
norms of studentship). Many universities are figdindifficult to cope with the demographic

shift of the student population and the difficudtief matching curriculum, syllabus,
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rules/regulations and expected outcomes with tlmbgtbe students who join. As such, this
study will help in creating a data base of the stuicexperiences with higher education in

elite universities.

MANUU looked like a big Madrasa... Madrasa students aMANUU:

Madrasa students who come to MANUU possess catidfsc of Hifz (Quran recitation
course), Alim (equivalent to 10+2) and Fazil (Gratilon). A few also complete Mufti (post-
graduation) course. Students of Alim course studigssical Arabic, Urdu, Calligraphy,
Logic, Tafsir (interpretation of Quranic verses)dith (compilation of Prophet’s sayings)
and the history of Islam. Introductory courses imgksh and Mathematics are also taught,
along with some basics of computer use. This cousseecognized as equivalent to
intermediate by MANUU, Jamia Millia, Aligarh Muslirdnviersity, Calicut University and
Osmania University to enter Arabic, B.A., B.com &@$c in distance mode. In the Fazil
course, they are taught History of Islam, Figh, ritiaMasail, Trasnslation, Tafsir, Classical
Arabic Literature and Miras. Those who completes thourse are eligible to enter post
graduate courses in Urdu, Persian, Islamic stuahesArabic. Earlier, at MANUU, they were
being given admission in Centre for Women’s Studas As of now, they are eligible to
enter only Persian, Islamic Studies and Arabic.réhee a few who have studied general

science etc. during their Alim course. But they exeeptions.

However, given that the entry age for Madrasasoisfined, the age of entry of Madrasa
students into MANUU also varies widely. Sometimésey are younger than the other
students and sometimes, they are older. Therests sime variation in the length of the

courses in different Madrasas. Some students cdenghleir Alim course in four years while




some do in five years. In the North Indian statkstance education centers of AMU etc. are
housed in some prominent Madrasas, which enabéesttiients to complete their university
undergraduate courses during their Alimiyath. THotlgere are many Madrasas which have
women students completing Alim course in the Ndridian states, none has reached
MANUU till now. The few female Madrasa studentdVANUU are from Andhra Pradesh,
especially Hyderabad. In fact, women students ezdgminantly from Kashmir and Kerala.

A handful of women students from elite familiesifréNorth Indian states are present.

The students that | interviewed are pursuing M.Aslamic studies, Arabic, Persian, English
literature, Journalism and Bachelor of Educatiomeyrare from Bihar, Kashmir and Andhra
Pradesh. Two are women and the rest five are mea.afbe of my interviewees ranged
between 22 and 35. Most of the interviews lastegl tortwo hours. The following interview

extract is of a student who is pursuing his posidgation. He readily agreed to be
interviewed, in contrast to some others who wekhgctant. He also called me to confirm the
time of the interview and we talked for two hounshis hostel room at MANUU. For me, he
represents the large section of Madrasa studentsjeun MANUU in terms of background,

aspirations and thinking. The following accountganmets excerpts from his interview (in first

person) with my comments (in italics).

My parents wanted me to become an Alim:

I am from Bhagalpur town of Bihar and my parentsxdwacres of land (2 acres of arid land
and 4 acres of irrigated land). | have one sistel @ane brother. My family earns around
Rs.5,000 through sale of vegetables etc. My paterds basic Urdu, can read Quran, from

a few years in a local Madrasa. My parents did waaht us to go into agriculture. They




wanted to educate us and become respectable meailsrsiety. They wanted us to become
Alim. They admitted us in a Madrassa (Madrasa fFae#am, which is Deobandi oriented)

which provides free education. Despite considerabtaomic problems they encouraged our
education. My elder brother and | completed oumAtiourse (10+2) from here. | was not
satisfied with the rigid orientation and routineh@ place. They also did not stock any non-
Deobandi books in the library and prohibited fropading material of other sects such as
Ahle Hadith. But, | secretly got hold of such laéure, read it and began to like it. My elder
brother joined Darul-ul-loom Deoband while | lookatbund for a Madrassa with an open
mind, which | found in Madrasa-Jamia-Darul-Islaneldngs to Ahle Hadis School of

thoughts Umrabad, Tamilnadu. | discontinued my Atiourse at Faizan to join Jamia Darul

Islam.

Among the 15 interviewees, most are from poor backgl and belong to backward
villages, districts and areas where higher educati® just a dream. The family’s earnings
are between three to ten thousand per month and ofidise family members work in sectors
such as seasonal agriculture, retail, private seegi and cottage industry. It is institutions
such as Maktabs, Madrasas, Khankha or scanty migahools provide basic education in
these areas. Not only the students but parents adueated in the same institutions. Parents
want some religious education. Since Urdu is théherotongue, Madrasa education looks
reachable. However, Maslak differences do not seebe playing any role at this stage in
these families in choosing the Madrasas that th&li@n should go to. District level high
schools or colleges do not have hostels while tlaeirilsas do. After intermediate level
Madrasa course, the students usually go to Nadwatldom, Darulloom-Deoband etc. or to

Jamia Milia Islamia, AMU or MANUU. These studentg anterested in Islamic studies,




languages, social sciences, technical coursespaipt and also wish to take admission in
physical sciences. But, the eligibility restrictolimit their choices and they end up taking

admission in languages and Islamic studies only.

| wanted to read more:

| liked Madrasa-Jamia-Darul-Islam because theywadtb us to read books of all sectarian
persuasions. Teachers were supportive, friendly anays available for consultation. In
fact, we were allowed to disturb them even in tlght) as long as the light in their room was
on. The Madrassa also did not have restrictiondress. They allowed me to wear a tee-shirt
and jeans which | loved. At Faizan, | was throwr ofihostel whenever | wore a shirt. |
spent six years here, 2005-2011, and completed tmy éourse. My parents, who were
unhappy with my performance at Faizan, began stipgome at Jamia Darul Islam, after
noting my better performance here. | worked as laeslitor of the student magazine and
earned a tiny honorarium. | also contributed to igazine and some Urdu newspapers
about civic issues. | also joined B.A in distanci@tion mode in Tamil medium and
completed B.A course while | was pursuing Alim amirl got to know of MANUU on an

educational tour to Hyderabad, in which we vistteel university.

Many Madrasa students who join MANUU aspire to Ioeesomething other than what they
could become in a Madrasa. They mostly aspire toie teachers. Many Madrasa students
get to know about MANUU through their teachers, whoourage their bright students to go
to MANUU for higher education. The main reason foeferring MANUU is the Urdu
medium whereas in AMU and JMI, the medium of imsibn is English. The other attraction

is the relatively easier availability of hostel aoemodation. The procedure of admission is




easy, application forms short and simple and eagieavail or download. The fee is also
less. MANUU facilities are much better than thellitiees at the Madrasas that they studied
in. Compared to six to seven students per roonh@tMadrasa, two or three students per

room at MANUU, they say, is better.

MANUU looked like a big Madrasa:

| had a professor in journalism department durirygtour and applied for this course. Since |
had already completed my B.A, | was eligible. | dmt have too many problems of adjusting
to the environment here. MANUU has the qualitiesadfladrasa and a university in which
students from Urdu medium, Madrasa and English umedian feel at home. MANUU also
looks like a big Madrasa with its domes, archasarthitecture and a whole lot of students in
kurta-Payjama and Burgas. Since there are a Ibtuslim teachers, they encourage Muslim
students. Urdu, as the common language also makasy for many of us to adjust. We can
do Namaz in every hostel and the department toet€eTis so much literature on Islam which
even the Madrassas do not have. Even though | tia@ s$nitial problems of adjustment,

after | found my friends from Umrabad, it becamsiea

I did not know English and could not fill the fonwhen | joined here. | also faced problems
in the classroom as the subject was not familiar Madrasa student like me. The attitude of
the teachers from English medium background wasilaand discouraging. They thought
that, unless we mastered English, we could nohlaaything. They also thought that people
like us should not be given admission. My frienccamraged me saying that ‘you have
contributed to the students’ magazine so it will pe difficult for you to know the subject’. |

struggled hard to learn English too. There was mapenal in Urdu. So, | used the English




dictionary to follow the material in English. Buglowly, | mastered it. | started teaching

English to my friends and also taught English Madrasa later.

The mess bill was Rs.1500 while my scholarship ®asl000. | started working as an
English teacher in a school in Mehdipatnam to suppyself. Due to this, my attendance in

the class suffered (around 5%) and my scholarshgpstopped for three months.

The problem of absenteeism and loss of interegshenclasses is seen among Madrasa
students at MANUU. Reasons are as follows. Schalassare not released on time which
forces them to look for jobs to sustain themselivesst parents are poor and cannot send
money from home. Some of them get day jobs andrsghitgobs.They include translation,
teaching, home tuitions, salesmanship etc. Thecedftheir class attendanddany also find
classroom teaching unattractive due to languagebfanm and lack of interest on the part of
the teacher. They feel that it is better to studytteeir own instead of wasting time attending
the classes taken by disinterested teachers whakspe English. Administration uses
discretion to deny scholarships to several studesdpecially in D.Ed, B.Ed and Polytechnic
courses.Even the minority scholarships from the Andhra Rstd government were not
availed by the university due to administrative l@agness, leading to the denial of

scholarships to nearly 450 students last year.

But, MANUU is not a Madrasa:

There are no economic worries in Madrassa. Evereitlid not have any money, we would
get our food regularly. But, in MANUU, if we donttave money, we have to think about
how to get food. And here one starts feeling tr@emic pressure. In Madrasas, teachers are

always available, as they live on the campus. Wkemthe students faced any economic or

9




academic problem, they were available. In MANUUg¢hstenvironment is absent. The
teachers do not live here and the students arewetis\their own things. Sometimes, it takes
a whole week to solve a small academic problem. Wlaglrasa environment was quite
sympathetic and supportive and here it is nothénNadrasa, if we had problems, the seniors
would lend things for us. Here, the students afette their own devices and university
encourages them to not to rely on anyone. In a B&dron a small issue, we had to read a

hundred pages. Here, it is the reverse. We getad less about a big issue.

What is good about the MANUU is the freedom. In kée$as there are restrictions on dress
whereas in the universities there are none. Thedémm makes one learn fast. Now, | have

learnt English and can converse with professoEniglish, Arabic and Urdu.

As a university, MANUU is characterized by impeeadministration and teacher-student
relationship, in contrast to the Madrasas. The aenuoit and personal support and care,
empathetic environment and accessibility of thehess to the students that the Madrasa
students are used to is absent in MANUU. Rathey thave to get attuned to a new set of
norms centered on individualism, and personal lpeand anonymity. Madrasa students
react in different ways to the demands of thission. Some adapt easily while some don't.

But, they all are critical about these demands.

Perceptions and reality of the Madrasa students aflANUU:

The perception about Madrasa students is negdiven the administration thinks that ‘the
Madrasa students have converted MANUU into a Madra$hey spoil the ambience of the
university by wearing kurta-Payjama. The admintgtra also believes that the Madrasa

students steal books from the library.
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But, the reality is different. Madrasa students r@gular visitors to the library and regular
participants in the seminars. As they are habitu&bestrict routines and hard work, when
they come to MANUU, they immediately get attachedhe library. They do not waste time
in trivial pursuits. They are most regular in cessnd work hard, compared to other groups.

They are the ones who get high scores in courdesy dlso learn English quite quickly.

A few students drop out, however, around one or iwa@ class, unable to cope with

language, attitudes of the teachers and economidgms. But, they are not big in number.

Madrasa students are sensitive and critical aboug tperceptions that the university
harbours about them. Some of them demonstrate itdbyattending the classes of some
biased teachers. Even if they attend, some leavecldssroom without taking permission.
They refuse to greet the teachers on the road trarcorridors. They abuse such teachers in
front of their favorite students. Or they discuswith the Urdu-speaking teachers whom they
are close to. Madrasa students are very activeamelfook and express their displeasure in

their posts.

Urdu medium students:

Urdu medium education is available for Muslim studein the states of Andhra Pradesh,
Maharastra and Karnataka and in AP it is also alkgl at the college level, mostly in
Telangana and Rayalaseema districts. Students &ouath India usually join professional
courses such as D.Ed, B.Ed, M.Ed, MCJ, MSW and M®&Aile North Indian students
prefer Polytechnic, B.Ed, M.Ed and MBA. Among thé Atudents, more Rayalaseema
students join Urdu literature, compared to Telamgatudents. Compared to North India,

more South Indian students come to MANUU through Elistance Education mode. There
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exist significant cultural differences among studefinom South and the North whose fault
line again lay along language - Whose Urdu is betRrejudices of North Indian students
towards Deccani get relieved in the case of Urderdiure students who have to study
Deccani as a course subject. Urdu medium studesfitsr ess handicap vis-a-vis English,
compared to Madrassa students, as they would hHadéed English as a second or third
language in school and college. It is not uncommaecimd Urdu medium students who have

also attended a Madrasa.

| chose MANUU as | could continue my studies in Urd:

My degree college teachers encouraged me to gghehstudies and told me about many
universities but | chose MANUU as | could continmg education in Urdu medium. | was
afraid |1 would fail or discontinue my studies ipined in universities where the courses were
in English. | wanted to join M.A. Political Scienedter completing my B.A. Though my
teacher did not know much about this course, Hectalp his friend at MANUU; found that
this course was started the same year and informeethat | could apply. MANUU was a
great change from the places that | studied irll | Joined my Intermediate, | did not know
what a library was. At the junior college teachwese good and encouraging. My B.A was
in Economics, History, Political Science and Urduaalanguage. But, | also studied Urdu

and English languages.

| grew up in a small town near Chittoor town. 11dha00 Muslim households. My village
school was housed in a Deeni Madrasa building.th&se was one building for all classes
and students, sometimes, the classes were held theléamarind tree also. Teachers were

Vidya volunteersvho came to teach for two or three months in a,ymzfore the exams. We
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were 150 students and there were two teachers. Whers in §' class, the government
constructed a building for the school. My paremts daily wage labourers. They knew a
little bit of Urdu, learnt from local Madrasa buewvere the first ones to go to school in the

family.

Urdu medium students in MANUU are mostly first gatien learners. Their parents are
daily wage labourers in villages or petty businessrauch as tea shop owners or small retail
shop owners or craftsmen such as carpenters, meshan ironsmiths. Some of them also
are imams of village mosques. They are mostly fdvdu medium government schools in
Andhra Pradesh, Maharastra, Karnataka and a fewnrfré&ashmir. Most North Indian
students would have studied Urdu as a languagehoda and the college while doing the
rest of the subjects in Hindi or English mediumut8olndian Urdu medium students are
much better in Urdu, compared to their North Indienunterparts. Students get to know
MANUU through teachers and lecturers in college vesll as teachers in the Distance
Education classes of MANUU. Seniors also guide theran extent. Many students join
MANUU programmes in the distance education modetl@d join as regular students at the
P.G level. MANUU is preferred among the Urdu medistmdents due to the following
reasons: limited option due to Urdu medium educsgtielatively easy availability of seats,
compared to other universities; low fee structusgailability of hostel facilities and the
option to continue education in Urdu. PoliticalllANUU offers a safer option, given the
predominantly Muslim student population. Women extisl feel that it is a safe place for

them.
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But, then we have to listen to lectures in English:

The classes here take place mostly in English atthlly | could hardly understand
anything. Teachers could not, so did not translateus. Since we are the first batch of
students, there are no seniors to help us toot@dwehers also did not give us any notes. We
are five students in class. So, we set about makimgpwn notes for the exams. We divided
the course syllabi into five parts. We go to tHadry, and make notes from the relevant
English books with the help of an English-Urdu dioary. Once we complete the note-

making process, we photocopy the entire set fer difvus.

Going to the library has become a habit for me néwery day, | spend three hours in the
library reading relevant subject books in Englishis has changed me as a person and also
improved my English. Now, | am in second semesteram able to follow the class lectures.
Even though we write exams in Urdu, we interspénaé with English subheadings as many
teachers don’t understand Urdu. We hope that thehtws at least follow the English sub-

headings and mark us accordingly.

Some people have suggested that MANUU also shaulwbhverted into an English medium

university. If that happens, most of the Urdu medstudents will suffer.

Urdu medium students come with the expectation tti&¢ can go through the university
system — listen to class room lectures, write tlesiams, participate in class discussions,
read books — in the language that the universitgnuses them to educate in — Urdu. But,
they find that many teachers lecture in Englishe aot conversant with Urdu and have
condescending attitude towards Urdu language amndesits. Right from the moment they

enter the classroom, they are told to learn Englaid do their class presentations,
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assignments and write their exams in English. Sdobakto compliance, the students embark
upon their own English learning programme — througgif-learning books, seniors and
English speaking classes in the city. It assumgenay, as without English, they cannot
follow the classroom lecture or prepare for the msa In addition, they also find that the
library stocks only the English language bookstfair subject. They also cannot find Urdu
social science journals in the library. This cong#iem to take on the task of translation —
of English language subject material into Urdu. Jlget a vague idea of what the lecture is
about and build up the notes on the basis of titeszs and the copy of the syllabus in hand,
with the help of the available material in the Boy. Students have prepared course material
for themselves in many courses through their colleceffort, which they pass on to their
juniors. While the class assignments can be subdnigither in Urdu and English, final
exams have to be written in Urdu. However, as teexhack knowledge of Urdu language,
the students lean to mix English and Urdu in thevaar sheet. There are many cases where
students were failed the exams due to this probletine teachers. There is no re-evaluation
or improvement exam which handicaps the studemtstiesis submission, the initial copy
will be submitted in English to the supervisor. sThgain is done with the help of seniors,
supervisor and many good Samaritans. After it ipraped, it needs to get translated into

Urdu as that is the mandate of the University.

Changing aspirations and expansion in hopes:

Before | came here, | only wanted to complete myA Mnd go back to teach in the college
where | studied. But, after seeing the environnat opportunities here, | have decided to

continue my studies. Before | came here, | wasaa@tre of NET, SLET or M.Phil and Ph.D.
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If I get admission in M.Phil, or Ph.D I will getscholarship of Rs.5,000 to Rs.8,000 due to

which | can continue my education without beinguaden on my family.

The atmosphere here is very good. There is nomggdihe facilities and calmness are good.
And the classmates and hostel mates are cooper&gwgors are very helpful. It is good for
the women students also because many wear Burdjeae &re separate sections in canteen,

library for women students, which are not availahlether universities.

If I hadn’t come to MANUU, | would have lived in myillage and would not have grown as

a person.

Many students report that their horizons have exieanafter they reached and joined
courses in MANUU. Before joining MANUU they did knbw what a university was or that
they could study further after their post-graduati©nce they join the campus, their options
open up. Exposure in the campus — to a wide vaokpeople, availability of some free time,
library and in addition, participation in seminarand conferences — contribute to their
changed notion of self. The compulsion to learn liEhglanguage is also acting as a
stimulus. Learning English collectively and theté&mal spirit that it fosters seem to be
boosting their self-confidence. Their ability tongoier English expands also their horizons

as the level of self-confidence.

Different paths are taken by them, depending ugwir tattitude. Some of them, after
completing the post graduation or M.Phil move oatjoin other universities such as
Hyderabad University, EFL University or even moveto JNU. They feel that MANUU is
restrictive because of insistence on Urdu. Tworethare those, who continue in the

university for their further education, despite taxdes. For instance, those in Education

16




department join M.Phil in other departments andntlge back to the parent department for
their Ph.D. Many have applied and qualified for NEFRF and MANF from here. Three,
there are those, who choose to prepare for jobruntevs, due to the availability of free time
and library resources at the university. Many tearshand village administrative officers

have come out of here.

Being a bridge between MANUU and the village/town:

As | came here with a lot of difficulty, | felt thathers from my place should not face so
many. Now | know a lot about MANUU and the diffet@ourses that it offers. When | came
here, | knew only about M.A in Political sciencaitBnow | know that there are several other
courses to which Urdu medium students can applh s MBA, MCA, B.Ed. etc. | have
informed all my friends about these courses. | thieim to simply come here to apply or
write the entrance exam, assuring them that | take care of their other needs. | have sent
application forms to my friends for this year’s adson. | have taken my friends’ room keys

to put them up when they come here for admissi@ntmance test.

I have suggested to the Department that informatibaut MANUU should be sent to

different Urdu medium colleges in the state, witlodly received positively.

Most first generation learners become bridges betwiae university and their home village
or home town. They send application forms, inforamatabout courses and host the
friends/juniors to facilitate their entry to the ivarsity. They feel that MANUU gives at least
a chance to Urdu medium students to continue thaurcation. Without this university, the
students have few options. They would drop outefhigher education map altogether. In

this context, the huge difficulties in the formEoiglish, are seen as ‘manageable problems’
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but not insurmountable. In fact, information ab&d&ANUU has spread much more through
its students than through newspapers or any otldligty. Most students report that they

have come to know through their seniors, frienditives or teachers.

But... MANUU also fails students:

Students who go to teachers with any grievancestamademic problems, such as teaching
in the classroom, regional and sectarian biasabeoteachers, lack of reading material (in
Urdu or English) get targeted in terms of acadepeidormance. They tend to get failed in
exams. Or they get less than 55%. There is no wmgmnent exam for the student. Some
students drop out of the university after someufag and some leave the university without

a useful degree certificate.

Even one backlog makes them ineligible for schalarsin the next semester. The
scholarship that they get is anyway less than theuat of mess bill that they have to pay

every month. Scholarship is not being given duthregvacation.

Many students have reported facing discriminatiamf teachers on account of their Urdu
medium background. Several non-Urdu teachers nigtlonk down upon these students but
openly comment on their competence and capacithifgrer education. Knowledge gained
from Urdu sources is seen as uniformly sub-standaaod fit to be cited or quoted. Students
who question such arbitrary and unprofessionatltatte of the teachers have been victimized

through covert and overt means — marking them t®lgying their thesis etc.

Except a combination of discipline and punishm#érd,administration does not seem to have

thought of any other options to motivation the stid. They penalize those who do not
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attend classes or fail in the exams by stopping g&holarship, without inquiring into the

reasons for the student’s absence or the studéaitate.

This causes a lot of resentment in the student eomtyrwho have very few options open for

them, which in turn, makes them think of admintgiraas callous.

On a comparative note:

Madrasa students and Urdu medium students are atettight categories. They have many
common problems: of not knowing English, of unfaamity with the culture of the

university, of cultural gap with the faculty andettadministration. Both are seen as
‘backward’ to an extent by the administration. Bo#dp each other in reading and writing.

However, there are a few significant difference®agithem that need to be mentioned.

On Employability: who finds work?

There are some differences between students witdrdda background and the Urdu
medium background (PG onwards) in their attitudeatols self-sustaining work. Madrasa
students, from the time they join the university, to find ways and means of sustaining
themselves economically. They type, translate,htezc well as work as delivery boys, in
printing presses and do petty trading. Along widedming Alim or Fazil, they are generally
found in some employment, petty or respectableyToenot seem to harbor notions of high
and low kinds of work. Having learnt basic accongtprinciples as part of their Madrasa
course, they also find work in maintaining accouotsMosques, Madrasas, small non-
trading concerns and other smaller institutions.ewhhey get an opportunity, they also

become Imams. During the month of Ramadan, manthe&h get busy offering special
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prayers (Taravi) and they also get donations. Theyckly become economically

independent and start supporting their familiekiyamme.

Many Urdu medium students, more or less from singtacio-economic background, find it
relatively difficult to find work, despite their d&e to do so. They continue to be dependent

on their parents and family.

These differences, to some extent, can be explaimedgh the regional differences between
the two. Madrasa students, mostly from the Norttidn states, perhaps find it easier to do

all kinds of petty work whereas Urdu medium studetd not.

Who is a good Muslim? Conversations around ‘publicconduct’ among Urdu medium

and Madrasa students:

There are perceived differences between Madrasierstsi and Urdu medium students at
MANUU about the proper modes of behavior that Bedituniversity student at MANUU. It
is perceived and self-reported by the Madrasa stsdbat they keep to themselves and their
studies; that they do not interact with othershet tiniversity, especially people of other
communities. Some of them say that it is only atuhiversity that they have had a chance to
meet or speak with people of other communities @i ws women. Madrasa students
generally express their views about proper conthett a Muslim person should have and
tend to comment on others who have not studied\Viadrasa. They also have clear opinions

about how women should dress and behave.
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However, these same tendencies are pointed toh®ysas not befitting a person who has
studied in a Madrassa. They argue that Madrasdiegmuslims have the responsibility of

speaking with men and women of other communitiesraare importantly other Muslims.

Extra-curricular activities:

There are certain overlaps and differences betwle=extra-curricular activities of Madrasa
students and non-Madrasa students. Many Madras@rgtitake active interest in cricket
and gymnasium activities. They also have activer@st in writing poetry and recite them in
the Mushairas in the city. But, they, in generaef away from movies, music and sports
other than cricket. Urdu medium students partieip@ many literary activities in the

university and the city.

Conclusion

Students occupy a curious position in the univer@t any education) system. While the
university primarily exists to educate them, thespirations, expectations from and
experiences of university life are seen as paatia marginal to the ‘University’ itself. This

study offers a critical view of the University frosuch a partial and marginal location of the
students at MANUU. As such, their expectationsjrasipns, experiences and the critique of
the university, though confined to MANUU, perhamsde seen as symptomatic of such

problems at many universities.

The major findings of the study are as follows:

1) Most students are very enthusiastic about entoyhigher education, being provided

uniquely by MANUU. Without this kind of a univergithat offers higher education
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2)

3)

4)

5)

in Urdu medium, it would not be possible for moSthem to enter higher education.
For many, the distance mode of education at thesngndduate level is the entry
point. Muslim women, Madrasa students, Urdu medstudents who never had easy
access to higher education are able to entersaletel.

They go out of their way to solve their academiobtems in their everyday life.
They learn English to understand the class lectares reading material. They get
into huge translation efforts to make the readiragemal accessible to themselves and
others. They work outside to stay afloat econoryical

They are developing new and broader secular agpisatbout themselves and the
community after being a part of MANUU. Many stutiebroaden their worldview
once they reach the university and stay on the aamphe wide variety of Muslim
students, hostel life, comradarie with classmatesthe process of education enable
them to develop new secular aspirations about ithe & jobs that they can do and
the kind of world view they can develop.

Many students think that MANUU has increased thle ppospects of the Urdu
medium educated students through its job-orientetises. It has also increased their
self-confidence and provided a new sense of wolibut their Urdu medium
education — that it has not gone waste. In faa, students function as informal
publicity machine of the university wherein they timate their classmates, juniors,
friends and acquaintances back home to join thesesu

They feel that the university is overcautious, igmb and insensitive towards many
of their legitimate problems — of learning Engligi, availability of Urdu medium

books, of classroom lectures in Urdu and a regsddwolarship. They unanimously
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want the university to be pro-active and thoughtfiiich will increase their self-

worth and achievements in MANUU.

Some structural problems that the students point to

a)

b)

English: While they do not oppose English, they are ciitmfithe insistence on
English while the university does not provide amgaurces and support systems
available on the campus to learn the language. &neyeft to fend for themselves.
At least 50 of them travel 25 kms to Ramakrishnaditin campus in the Hyderabad
city to attend English classes at 7 AM, which affered free of cost. The students
attend these classes skipping breakfast. The dtudek why English classes cannot

be held at the university itself.

Faculty’s lack of knowledge of Urdu: Lack of knowledge of Urdu of several faculty
members has become crucial in determining the édwned transaction in and

outside the classroom. Often, it has critical intipac the educational outcomes
promised by the university to these students. Waifew faculty members who did

not know Urdu have made conscious efforts to brithige gap, others have not. The
future of the students — in the form of examinatioarks — hangs in delicate balance
— in the hands of such teachers. Students who w#h#ge examinations in Urdu

complain that they do not fare well compared tosthaho write in English because
of the lack of knowledge of Urdu of the teachergrethough they are better in the
subject. Such teachers’ attitude of suspicion amtifference to the Madrasa and
Urdu medium students hampers the educational grofthe students. It should be

imperative on teachers to make their teaching addesto the students and not
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discriminate them due to their lack of knowledge Wfdu. Will the university

acknowledge that the problem exists and take thessary steps?

Library and reading material: As described above, Madrasa and Urdu medium
students have made a habit of preparing their @ading material in Urdu, through
translation of the English books given as refersrmethe faculty and available in the
university library. Lack of reading material in tirernacular languages is a serious
problem at the level of higher education. Howevers being pointed out that the
university library does not buy sufficient number Wrdu books (translations or

original books) relevant for the various sociakste subjects that the students need.

d) Women students’ problems:Though the university’s objectives include proronti

of women'’s education, there are no specific measastituted to promote it. Women
students’ access to the library is restricted duleastel timings, which closes at 6.30
PM. There are strict rules regarding their moveim@m the campus while male
students can access library till midnight. Lacktrainsport on the campus and strict
rules regarding movement on the campus also hamplees educational
advancement. Since women students also have sipridéiems regarding English,

lack of resources regarding learning English hasigiegm doubly.

e) Attitudes of the university administration and teaders: It is evident that teachers

and the administration have adopted the sociesalelsitowards Madrasa students and
Urdu medium students, with a few exceptions. Thmedernist biases castigate such

educational systems as ‘backward’ and ‘traditionbft hamper Muslims to move

24




forward in life. While the students (interviewed fihe study) seem able to navigate
complex educational systems, the teachers are rdottechastise such students for
their ‘backwardness’ and ‘traditional’ educatioalckground. Clearly, the schooling
that one gets is not of one’s choice. Still, theg heing made to feel so. Such

attitudes, as students clearly say, need immedttgation and amendment.

25



Appendix - |

I nterviews Schedule

Interview Date Background | Gender State Academic
No Level
1 2-3-2013 Urdu M A.P Ph.D
2 24-2-2013 Urdu M A.P PG
3 28-2-2013 | Madarasa M Kashmir PG
4 11-3-2013 Urdu M Tamilnadu PG
5 3-3-2013 Madarasa M Bihar PG
6 16-3-2013 Urdu F A.P PG
7 2-3-2013 Urdu M A.P PG
8 7-3-2013 Urdu M A.P PG
9 23-2-2013 Urdu M A.P PG
10 10-3-2013 Urdu M A.P PG
11 3-3-2013 Endlish M Bihar PG
12 1-2-2013 Madarasa M Bihar PG
13 10-3-2013 | Madarasa F A.P PG
14 3-2-2013 Madarasa F A.P PG
15 13-3-2013 Urdu M A.P M.Phil

* (The names of the students are not disclosed to protect their identity)
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Appendix - 1V

List of the programmes/ Cour ses granted Equivalence for Admission

The following courses are approved as equivalent to graduation for admission to M.A

Urdu & Persian
S.No | Name of the course Institute/ Board / University/
Organization
1 Adib Fazil University of Madras
2 Adib Fazil Calicut University
3 Fazil Darul Uloom a Isamia, Basti
4 Fazil Jamiatus Salehat , Rampur
5 Ekhtesas Al Mahadul Adi Al Islam, Hyd
6 Fazil Al Jamaitul Darul Uloom, Deoband

The following courses are approved as equivalent to graduation for admission to M.A

Arabic
S.No | Name of the course Institute/ Board / University/
Organization
1 Fazil Jamia Nizamia, Hyd
2 Ekhtesas Al Mahadul Aadli Al Islam, Hyd
3 Fazil Al Jamiaul Darul Uloom, Deoband
4 Fazil Jamiatus Salehat , Rampur

The following courses are approved as equivalent to graduation for admission to M.A

Islamic Studies

S.No | Name of the course Institute/ Board / University/ Organization
1 Fazilyat Darul Uloom a Isalmia, Basti
2 Fazilyat Al Jamiaul Darul Uloom, Deoband
3 Fazilyat Jamiatus Salehat , Rampur, UP
4 Fazil Jamia Nizamia, Hyd
5 Ekhtesas Al Mahadul Aali Al Isam, Hyd
6 Alimiat Bihar State Madarasa Education Board
7 Faziliyat U.P Madarasa Education Board
8 Faziliyat West Bengal Madarasa Education Board
9 Faziliyat Jamiatul Falah, Bilariaganj,Laknow , UP
10 Faziliyat Darul Uloom Nadvatul Ulama, |aknow,UP
11 Faziliyat Darul Uloom Ashrafia Misbah ul Uloom,

Mubarak pur, UP

12 Faziliyat Darus Salam, Omarabad, Tamil Nadu.




Appendix — V
Facebook Comments by MANUU students

Save Manuu(June 11, 2012):
Dear Students of MANUU: As you know that our teasteon't know URDU, How

can they evaluate the answer scripts of examingtibence they are failing to the
students who has written their exams in URDU, 4y tare passing or giving good
marks to whose students who has written their exant&SNGLISH. You can see
results of MBA, MCA, MSC etc

Manuu Hyd (June 7, 2012)

| heard that Manuu especially Department of Edocatistructs its aspirant
candidates to fill up the entrance examinations GiViBet by PENCIL not in PEN.

Its an out dated practice and may leads to fagangi It should be stopped
immediately and they should allow PEN for filling the OMR sheet during entrance
exam.

| request you all to submit a representation touBeof Manuu about this problem
and copy it to Registrar, Controller of ExaminagpBean, School of Education and
Head Department of Education. Please do it sobt¢r candidates get chance and

for a better Manuu too. Hope it will be done thesy...

Manuu Hyd (June 3, 2012)
Why, Urdu local news papers like SIYASATH and Mdrase not taken by the
manuu library and diffident departments of MANUUa days.

Farquad Abdul Haque (April 24, 2012 at 8:14am )

In Department of Education and Training, MANUU fiet totally 30 vacant
positions of Asst. Professors. Out of 30, un-resgémwacancies are 12, OBC 8, SC 4,
ST 2 and PWD 1. It may be noted that the candidskested/appointed under SC
and ST categories were given relaxation with resigedrdu subject and they were
permitted to acquire Urdu qualification within arjpel of one year after joining the

University. Out of remaining 21 vacancies of op@BC and PWD category, 12
1



candidates do not possess any knowledge of Urdkioliserved that for reserved
vacancies all non-Urdu candidates are selectedioaridh-reserved vacancies also
65% non-Urdu candidates are selected.

Cases in A.P. High Court by unjustly rejected cdatiis are as follows;

1. Smt. Rayeesunnisa Begum, WP # 6156/2012.

2. Dr. Mohammed Meraj, WP # 7056/2012.

3. Dr. Tanveer Younus, WP # 7057/2012.

4. Mr. Shaik Imran Usman, WP # 8016/2012.

In Department of Education and Training again, MANUDotified for 3 vacancies of
Associate Professors, 12 candidates were calledtEviews. Out of 12, only 5
candidates had Urdu qualification and other 7 adateés did not have any Urdu
qualification, but selection is made for 2 non-Udundidates and only 1 Urdu
candidate is selected.

Dr. Shaik Nasar Saheb, WP # 22805/2011.

In Department of Computer and Informatics, MANUUhang others, a candidate by
name Dr. Farquad, possessing M.Sc. in Informatisiesns, completed his Ph.D. in
Computer Science from University of Hyderabad andop of that he finished his
basic education in Urdu Medium up to SSC, alsmdttd the interview. Unjustly he
was not selected where as a candidate Mrs. Kahkasizassum, who neither has
Ph.D. nor qualified NET nor having any Urdu quahfiion was selected and she has
been granted two years of time to qualify NET (MAMAdmMN.II/F.162/2011-
12/2035 dated 08-12-2011).

Dr. M.A.H. Farquad, WP # 3583/2012. Till now these known, there might be
others as well. A full fledge CBI inquiry could &t other details also and serious
action can be taken against such illegal and iteeies. If anything found, | will
disclose. Insha Allah.
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Abdulla Taaj(Share - March 10 at 9:55pm)
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Abdulla Taaj MANUU: (March 11 at 5:48pm) student union election 2013 aman
aur shanti se hojaye to hi manuu student union kédnge chal payega. Akhir hum

sab students hi hain na ke ek dusre ke dushman.

Razi Anwar : | am very much happy that at least union is suppobe formulated,
but in other hand it is sorry to say that we awesing our unity in the name of
election for some post, we are divided and thinkmogn self point of view. Alas i am
not there because of my father illness otherwrsever let it happen.We/everybody
know that how much we fight/strive for that.It istrthe formulation of union it is the

formulation of differentiation in the name of eliect. Good luck MANUU.

Sharafat Hussain (Share - July 9, 2011 at 3:35arhi)as supply outstripped demand
in Urdu Medium education? Or have students haverbegicky when selecting
MANUU? Difficult situation to fill the seats thisear? With more seats and less
number of takers, it seems to be an uphill taskifermanagements of various
departments in the university. A BIG CAUSE OF CONRE WHAT COULD BE
THE REASON???VOICE OF VIEWS HERE.
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